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CUBAN  MIPS  SUllAHUUS  UN  TWU  U.G,  HAVJf  PATROL  VlAmi 

At  appr  o x 1 ma  t e 1 y 18 1 24  (1 21 2 ED ‘ i ) 8 8 o p 1 0 1 1 1 1 ;■< ; 1 y,  two  ( ; 1 - b ? 1 1 1 J 1 0 v o 1 u L x o n a ry 
Air  For  c e ( GH  A F ) MiG's  s or  amb  led  on  and  i.  n t o r c e p led  2 U , S t M a vy  p a t r o 1 
planes  over  international  vmtors\ 

32F-13  and  S2F~16?  departed  in  company  from  the  Naval  Air  Station-.  Key 
West,  Florida.  At  181 2Z  while  both  planes  wore  at  posit. 3. or 
NSA  Ground  Control  In te.ro ept  (GCl)  Informed  S2F  lb  of  the  presence 

of  an  unidentified  moving  radar  target  23  miles  from  S2F---I6.  The  un known  target 
was  reported  on  a true  course  of  273  degrees  with  a speed  of  30 0 knots  at 

9.000  feet.  S2F-16  was  flying  at  an  altitude  of  3,000  feet-.  At  18142  the 

radar  t arg  e t })  t e nt  a live  1 y i t J e n t L f i e d by  1 1 le  S 2F  p .3 1 o i s a s a M 1(1-17,  ma G e an 
overtaking  approach  on  the  S2F-16  passing  undo  1 neat h ami  pull leg  up  in 
front.  When  visually  s 1 g li  be  d 1. 1 ] e r a j > g e w a s e s t i.  h ia  l e d a t a p j >r  0 x i.  j 1 n*  t e ly 

1.000  yards  and  opening  at  high  speed t Key  West  radar  /. urthci  ‘-rocked  the 

MIG  through  a 1 80  -d  eg  roe  turn,  and  observed  it  i na  k i n 1 c a no  th  e \ p a s 1?  b 0 1 . 1 a d 

the  patrol  plane.  At  this  lime  both  objects  ■■■  . 1 - d »<  1 i i-  • • 

At  18342  while  at  position  2.3  •■1GH  82  ■///.! , Ml'  -.it*  «>'■■  1 -:.d  ti,  . i.;p; 
making  gunnery -type  runs  on  the  second  Wavy  pal.-i.  oi  pi.-ne,  Tl k : l-UG  passed 
alongside  S2F-13  at  an  approximate  range  of  100  feet  on  the  initial  run. 

On  the  third  similar  run  the  MIG, after  pulling  out,  settled  in  front  of 
,the  Navy  patrol  plane  at  an  altitude  of  300  feet.  The  MiG  then  executed  a climb- 
ing right-hand  turn  and  disappeared.  The  Navy  pilots  reported  the  MIG  as 
being  dark  in  color  without  obvious  markings  to  reveal  nationality 

Intercept  of  the  GRAF  tactical  VHF  frequency  parallels  tills  activity 
and  reveals  that  pilots  using  suffixes  12  and  89  were  Involved  in  the  GO  I 
alert.  Both  planes  were  scrambled  and  controlled  by  San  Antonio  do  los 
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Banos  GCI. 


At  1820Z  suffix  12  broke  off  intercept  and  returned  to  base  because  his 


fuel  was  running  low.  While  in  flight  both  12  and  89  passed  a series  of 
numbers,  possibly  grid  coordinates  pertinent  to  the  target  activity,  to 
the  GGI  controller „ 

While  in  contact  with  GCI,  suffix  89  reported  that  the  target  was 
''presenting  combat"  and  requested  authorization  to  "knock  it  down,," 
Evidence , suggests  that  his  request  was  denied  since  no  hostile  action  was 
initiated., 

Suffix  89  was  instructed  to  maintain  his  position  and  continue 
surveillance o 

COMMENTS^  In  direc  t contrast  to  previously  observed  GGI  operald  ons, 
most  of  the  information  passed  was  from  the  .interceptors  to  GC.L  Only  a 
minimum  of  tracking  was  required  by  the  intercepting  planer.,  indicating 
increased  proficiency. 

The  term  "presenting  combat"  used  by  89  is  not  understood  but  most 
probably  reflects  the  evasive  action  taken  by  the  Wavy  planes. 
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